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OPUS KLASSIK Shortlist 202 6  
 

1 Female Singer of  the Year  

Lise Davidsen  // Dorothee Mields  // Anna Lucia Richter    

2 Male Singer o f the Year  

Benjamin Appl  // Jakub Józef Orliński // Andrè Schuen  

3 Instrumentalis t of  the Year  

Nareh Arghamanyan  // Alexej Gerassimez  // Yunchan Lim // Liv Migdal  // Alice Sara Ott  

// Nemanja Radulović // Jean Rondeau // Céleste -Marie Roy // Christian Tetzlaff // Sarah 

Willis  // Frank Peter Zimmermann  

4 Solo L ive-Performance  of  the Year  

Avi Avital Symphonic Istanbul // Anastasia Kobekina  Anastasia Kobekina & Sasha Waltz:  

BACH CELLO DANCE  // Anna Lapwood Concerts in Cologne Cathedral  

5 Conductor of  the Year  

Andris Nelsons  // Michael Sanderling  // Tarmo Peltokoski  

6  Composer of  the  Year  

Dieter Ammann  // Hildur Guðnadóttir  // Fazil Say  

8 Young Talent of the Year  

Julius Asal // Marcel Brunner  // Arvid Fagerfjäll  //  Nicolò Foron //  Astrid Knöchlein // Yoav 

Levanon  // Alexander Malofeev  // Sindy Mohamed  // Shira Patchornik  // Sophi a 

Schambeck  // Leonard Schultsz  // Simon Tetzlaff  

9 Ensemble/Orchest ra of the Year  

Concerto Köln // Il Pomo d'Oro // Quatuor Ébène & Belcea Quartet  

10 Ensemble /Orchest ra Live -Performance of the Year  

Aurora Orchestra Schostakowitsch 5 // Lucas & Arthur Jussen, Alexej Gerassimez & Emil 

Kuyumcuyan  Piano -Duo meets  Percussion -Duo  // Voces8  Twenty! 20 Songs from 20 

Years  

11 Sol o Recording  Singing  of the Year  

Marcel Brunner  Remembrance  // Christian Gerhaher  Brahms Songs  // Katharina Konradi  

Franz Liszt:  Un Cycle Imaginaire // Johannes Martin Kränzle  Franz Schubert: Winter  

Journey  // Dorothee Mields Barbara Strozzi: A Portrait in Five Acts - Duets for Two 

Sopranos  // Jakub  Józef Orliński  If music…  
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12 Solo Recording Instrument of the Year  

Sol Gabetta  Lise Christiani  // Marc -André Hamelin  Found Objects , Sound Objects // Yoav 

Levanon  Liszt: Transcendental Etudes // Liv Migdal  Beyond Horizons  // Nemanja 

Radulovi ć  Prokofiev // Jean Rondeau Louis Couperin: The Complete Works  // Frank Peter 

Zimmermann Bartók Sonatas Nos 1 & 2 for Violin & Piano , Szymanowski Mythes  

13 Chamber Music Recording of the Year  

Quatuor Danel  Prokofie v: Str ing  Quartets  Nos . 1 & 2  // Wu Wei, Martin Stegner, Janne 

Saksala  Pur ti miro //  Yo-Yo Ma, Leonidas Kavakos , Emanuel Ax Beethoven for Three //  

Krystian Zimmerman,  Maria Nowak, Katarzyna Budnik -Galazka , Yuya Okamoto  Brahms: 

Piano Quartets Nos. 2 & 3  

14 Symphonic Recording of the Year  

Mirga Gražinytė -Tyla , Lithuanian National Symphony Orchestra, Orchestre Philharmonique 

de Radio France  Back to Nature: Čiurlionis & Gražinis  // Lahav Shani , Rotterdam 

Philharmonic Orchestra  Felix Mendelssohn: S ymph onie N os . 3 "S hottish " // Kazuki 

Yamada , City of  Birmingham Symphony Orchestra  William Walton: Symphonies 1 & 2 , Orb 

and Sceptre  

15 Choral Recording of the Year  

Johanna Soller, Capella Sollertia  Johann Ludwig Bach: The Leipzig Cantatas // Raphaël  

Pichon  J.S. Bach: Mass in B Minor // Voces8  Paul Smith - Revolutions  

16 Opera Recording of the Year  

Jeanine Tesori: Grounded Emily D'Angelo , Yannick Nézet -Séguin , Metropolitan Opera 

Orchestra  // Purcell: Dido & Aeneas Joyce DiDonato, Michael Spyres, Maxim 

Emelyanychev , Il Pomo d'Oro  // Richard Wagner: The  Flying  Dutchman  Lise Davidsen, 

Edward Garner, Orchestra and Chorus of Norwegian National Opera  

17 World Premiere Recording of the Year  

Elsa Barraine - Symphonies 1 & 2 Elena Schwarz, WDR Sinfonieorchester Köl n // Johann 

Philipp Kirnberger: Sinfonias  Reinhard Goebel, B erliner Barock Solisten // Steve Reich: 

Jacob's Ladder , Traveler's Prayer Jaap van Zweden, Colin Currie, New York Philharmonic 

Orchestra  

18 Classic without Limits  

Esther Abrami  Women  // Avi Avital, Between Worlds  Song of the Birds  // Alice Sara Ott  

Jóhann Jóhannsson: Piano Works // Abel Selaocoe, Aurora Orchestra  Four Spirits  // vision 

string quartet  in the fields   
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19 Classic without Limits LIVE  

Café del Mundo  GuitaRevolution Symphonic Tour // Freiburger Barockorchester , Ensemble 

Recherche , Judith von der Goltz HEAR! We move  // Duisburger Philharmoniker  Marxloh 

Music Circus  

20 New Classic/Neoclassic  

Benyamin Nuss  Personal Stories  // Alice Sara Ott  Jóhann Jóhannsson: Piano Works  // 

Sarah Kirkland Snider, Metropolis Ensemble  Forward into Light  

21 Filmmusic/Score of the Year  

Jonny Greenwood  One Battle After Another //  Alexej Igudesman, Hans Zimmer  Black  Gold 

(Music from the Original TV Series)  //  Max Richter  Hamnet (Original Motion Picture 

Soundtrack)  

22 Innovative Concert of the Year  

BACH CELLO DANCE Anastasia Kobekina, Sasha Waltz  //  Germany  from  Above  - Vivaldi: 

The  Four  Seasons  Philharmonie Leipzig  // DREAMS  Hanni Liang // ‚Grenzerfahrungen ‘ 

Trickster Orchestra  // Meet the MOA - BIB:FEELING Gewandhaus zu Leipzig  //SLOW 

Konzerthaus Dortmund  

23 Tour  of the Year  

Café del Mundo GuitaRevolution Symphonic Tour  //  Anne -Sophie Mutter  London 

Philharmonic Orchestra, Karina Canellakis  //  David Garrett Millennium Symphony  

24 Audiovisu al Music Production of the Year  

Yunchan Lim  Bach: Goldberg Variations (Live at Carnegie Hall, New York, 2025) // Jonas 

Kaufmann, Helmut Deutsch Doppelgänger  // Maria Bengtsson, Philipp Jekal, Tobias 

Kratzer, Orchester der Deutschen Oper Berlin  Richard Strauss: Intermezzo  

25 Video  C lip of the Year  

Ólafur Arnalds A Dawning  // Shani Diluka  Renaissance  // Cedric Pescia  J.S. Bach: The 

French Suite  No. 5  

26 Innovative  Listening Experience of the Year  

Rainer Maillard  Mikhail Pletnev,  Chopin  & Scriabin: 24 Preludes //  Werner Dabringhaus  

Ensemble BachWerkVokal, Gordon Safari,  Francesc Valls : con afecto  // Holger Schlegel  

Céleste -Marie Roy,  Rhapsodies : Works for bassoon solo  

27 Prize for  Promotion Young Talent of the Year  

Freiburger Barockorchester  HEAR! We move  // Barenboim -Said Akademie  Musi c  talks  // 

Philharmonie Essen  On the Courage to Think   
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29  Innovation  Award  for Sustainability  

Apollo’s Cabinet Elements  // Staatsoper Unter den Linden Sustainable Listening  // Gregor 

Mayrhofer Recycling Concerto  

30 Special category Music Teacher of the Year  

Florian Schenbrenner // Luise Börner  // Andreas Ernst  // Marleen Kiesel // Andreas 

Kopfmann // Leila Weber  


